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COLD OPEN

INT. 99TH PRECINCT - BULLPEN - DAY

Officers give a standing ovation as TERRY, ROSA, and 
HITCHCOCK walk through the precinct doors. Terry restrains a 
perpetrator, a costumed MAGICIAN. 

CHARLES enters the room. Confused by the accolades, Charles 
approaches Jake at his desk.

CHARLES
Why does applause always seem to 
start while I’m in the bathroom? 
What’s going on?

JAKE
Terry chased down this perp and 
manhandled him to the ground. 

CHARLES
I miss everything during my rest 
room breaks. I’m never going to the 
bathroom again.

ROSA
You should have seen it. Pounced on 
him like a jungle cat.

TERRY
I was just out doing my evening 
lunges. Twenty sets up and down the 
block.

EXT. 99TH PRECINCT - FLASHBACK

Hitchcock leads the Magician out from a squad car as the 
criminal slips from the handcuffs and takes off running. 

Terry squares off and tackles the poor unsuspecting escape 
artist.

INT. BULLPEN - BACK TO SCENE

Terry is bashful as Hitchcock explains.

HITCHCOCK
He’s a magician, handcuffs are no 
use on him. It’s utter witchcraft.



ROSA
That’s why we have “Terry cuffs” as 
back up.

TERRY
It was nothing really.

JAKE
You know what they say: crime and 
magic don’t pay. No seriously, I 
had a roommate who was a magician. 
It’s a tough gig.

The magician nods in agreement to Jake before Terry stuffs 
him into the holding cell.

TERRY
You better hope that card up your 
sleeve is a get out of jail free 
card.

Jake walks up to Terry and holds his hand in the air.

JAKE
Nice one! High five!

The two walk towards each other and make a high five.

As Terry turns around it’s painfully obvious there is a 
throwing knife stuck in his shoulder.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Knife! Stab! Back!

The precinct gasps as Jake points at the knife lodged into 
Terry’s shoulder blade. Terry reaches back and gives the 
knife a slight touch.

TERRY
I touched it!

The precinct staff explodes in hysteria as Terry flails 
about. 

TERRY (CONT’D)
Pull it out! Pull it out!

People jump on desks and dodge out of the way as Terry 
rampages.

Rosa reaches for the knife, Terry jumps back.

TERRY (CONT’D)
Don’t pull it out!
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CHARLES
I was going to go to the bathroom 
again, to think I almost missed 
this.

Jake has found a hand full of paper towels.

JAKE
Any way you slice it, that knife is 
coming out.

Terry lets out a primal yell. He reaches back and yanks the 
blade out. Jake covers the wound with paper towels.

Everyone lets out a sigh of relief, SCULLY faints.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Well it looks like this is our 
magician’s last trick before he 
heads to the slammer.

They look over to the holding cell. The Magician is missing.

ROSA
...And he’s slipped away.

HITCHCOCK
Vanished into thin air. 

ROSA
No, it was all a diversion.

HITCHCOCK
You mean illusion.

ROSA
I think your brain is disappearing.

HITCHCOCK
That’d be a good illusion.

ROSA
I hate magicians.

JAKE
Like I said, tough gig.

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT ONE

INT. 99TH PRECINCT - BULLPEN - DAY

GINA rolls out a large trash can to the center of the 
bullpen. She announces to the precinct including AMY, Rosa, 
and Scully.

GINA
Alright ladies and gents, it’s 
spring cleaning time. You’re all an 
awful mess and need to clean up 
your business. We've had a minor... 
major rat problem in the precinct.

AMY
I have seen them and they are 
getting territorial. I had to take 
the long way around the building to 
get to my car to avoid any trouble.

EXT. 99TH PRECINCT - ALLEY - FLASHBACK

Amy walks down the alleyway with her keys in hand. She stops 
in her tracks. She is startled by the SHUFFLING and SQUEAKING 
of rats. One rat lets out a low toned SQUEAK. Amy retreats.

INT. BULLPEN - BACK TO SCENE

AMY
I swear one of them growled at me.

The other officers nod in agreement to this true statement.

The officers get to work emptying their desks and tossing out 
trash. Jake enters the bullpen. 

JAKE
Spring cleaning, huh? The rats will 
not be happy about this.

ROSA
I’m pretty sure there’s a tuna melt 
sitting under your cases files. You 
better start cleaning up.

JAKE
No can do, Rosa. It’s that time of 
the year where I get to give back 
to the youth of our community.
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AMY
You’re going to refund those poor 
women you somehow attract to go on 
dinner dates with you?

JAKE
What? No, I only LET them pay on 
the first date as to not reinforce 
the stereotype that holds this 
society to a double standard that 
women should not be beholden to 
present payment towards their meal.

ROSA
How progressive of you.

JAKE
It’s that time of the year when I 
teach our children about drug 
awareness and safety through our 
very own “DON’T” campaign.

Jake rolls out a T-shirt with the hip “DON’T” campaign logo 
printed on it. Exactly like the DARE program run by existing 
police stations. 

JAKE (CONT’D)
And I couldn’t do my DON’T lecture 
without my very good friend, 
Detective Dog, Bark McGrath. 

A man in a mascot dog detective suit jumps out from the 
hallway and parades about the bullpen. Clearly this is a 
knock off of the popular McGruff the Crime Fighting Dog.

The mascot points.

CHARLES
Don’t be a user, don’t be a loser, 
don’t do drugs. 

The bullpen applauds. Charles takes off the mascot head and 
bows.

ROSA
Boyle, how long were you waiting in 
that hallway?

CHARLES
Not long, like an hour tops. 
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JAKE
Me and Charles here are ready to 
shape the young minds of America 
and also shape the bodies of the 
hot, hot school teachers as well.

CHARLES
Jake met with the school’s program 
administrator and she’s a fox.

JAKE
She is indeed a fox. And I am like 
a male fox, and we will be foxy 
together. 

(beat)
That’s the best I could come up 
with.  

AMY
Gross. Then what’s in it for you, 
Charles?

CHARLES
I love the costume. I’ve always 
been fond of mascots. I once got to 
meet Mr. Met. Although, I’m not 
gonna lie, he is bit of a jerk. He 
had quite an ego.

JAKE
So are you telling me that Mr. Met 
had a Big Head?

CHARLES
Yeah! It’s true what they say: 
never meet your heroes.

JAKE
Well, we’ll be on our way.

Jake and Charles exit. Terry enters.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Terry’s back! How’s the knife stab?

Terry flexes his arm.

TERRY
This chicken wing here? It’s ready 
to fly again.

SCULLY
So, chickens can fly?
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TERRY
Not really the point there, Scully.

CAPTAIN HOLT steps out of his office.

HOLT
Welcome back Sergeant Jeffords. 
It’s good to see that your 
infliction has not slowed you down. 
Let me catch you up in my office.

Terry steps into the office.

Hitchcock struggles to open his desk drawer, Gina supervises.

GINA
Come on Hitchcock. We got to clean 
out every drawer.

HITCHCOCK
It’s been stuck for years.

Hitchcock strains and sweats to free the drawer. Rosa walks 
over with a nail file in hand.

ROSA
Step back, I got this.

Rosa jimmies the nail file and pops the lock. The drawer 
flies open and it’s an explosion of rats. The office screams 
in panic, people jumping on desks.

GINA
No, no, no, it’s like that movie 
where the mice come to America. 
Don’t let them sing, I’ll end up 
crying immediately. 

ROSA
Couldn’t you hear them in there?

HITCHCOCK
I thought it was the desk settling 
in like an old house.

INT. HOLT’S OFFICE - LATER

Terry sits across from Holt. Holt examines a file from behind 
his desk then puts it down.
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HOLT
Your medical cleared you for active 
duty work. One of the quickest turn 
around times I’ve seen. 

TERRY
Most doctors are simultaneously 
perplexed and astounded by my body. 
But, yes, fit as a fiddle.

Holt pours over the file.

HOLT
I also wanted to make sure you were 
up to date on all your training. 
But I saw one glaring omission.

Terry gets nervous.

TERRY
Oh?

HOLT
You see I want my officers in top 
conditioning, ready for any danger. 
Although it is not by any means a 
requirement for your job, I see you 
did not participate in the swimming 
and water safety certification with 
the rest of the precinct. Do you 
care to elaborate?

TERRY
The swimming safety, yes, you see 
my girls were sick that night. I 
couldn’t make it. 

HOLT
It was a series of three sessions 
over the course of three weeks. 

TERRY
It took a month for their fevers to 
break.

HOLT
Why didn’t you do the training? 
Even Hitchcock and Scully completed 
the necessary requirements, and 
actually made impressive marks.

TERRY
With their size they are natural 
floaters.
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HOLT
Yes, they do seem very buoyant.

Terry breaks.

TERRY
Captain... I can’t swim, sir.

Holt leans back, he found his answer.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - BACK STAGE - DAY

Peralta stretches out and performs calisthenics. MS. HART, 
the knockout teacher, enters.

JAKE
Oh we meet again Ms. Hart, you’re 
look even more lovely and 
enchanting then when we last met.

MS. HART
Officer Peralta you’re too kind, 
although last time we met I was a 
bit messy covered in paper mache 
gunk from a class art project.

JAKE
Well I hope the kids are learning a 
lot from you because you yourself 
are a work of art to be studied. A 
bit of a stretch there?

MS. HART
The sentiment works. Your flirting 
letter grade is at around a “C”.

JAKE
Just a “C”?

MS. HART
Okay, “C” plus.

JAKE
Alright! Better than average.

Boyle walks in. He is still in costume with the dog head at 
his side under his arm.

CHARLES
That took a while. If you want to 
use the bathroom, you really got to 
take the whole thing off.
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Ms. Hart laughs hard.

MS. HART
That’s funny.

Charles locks eyes with Ms. Hart, and she’s into him. Jake is 
caught in between.

CHARLES
Hi, I’m Detective Charles Boyle. 
You must be Ms. Hart. Jake wasn’t 
lying about how pretty you are.

Ms. Hart shakes his hand bashfully.

MS. HART
That’s sweet of you. Lucky for you, 
I do like a dog in uniform.

Charles and Ms. Hart laugh wildly. Jake can’t believe what’s 
going on. 

Charles and Ms. Hart step to the side and engage in 
conversation. Jake stands alone and astounded.

JAKE
I wear a uniform, sometimes.

INT. HOLT’S OFFICE - DAY

Terry had just confessed his secret swimming shame.

HOLT
What is it about swimming you have 
difficulties with? Is it dampness 
or perhaps fear of depths? Sharks? 
Jelly fish?

TERRY
Oh no, none of that. It’s just back 
when I was a kid I wasn’t a strong 
swimmer. When it was hot in the 
city I went to the pool like all 
the other kids. But I was still 
Terry Titties wading in the pool 
with my T-shirt on. Well one day 
the biggest bully, Antonio from 
block, dunked my head underwater. 
Him and his friends laughed as they 
held me under. I nearly drowned.

HOLT
Didn’t the lifeguard do anything?
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TERRY
He was the lifeguard! He was a 
terror in the water, but he knew 
his CPR.

HOLT
Terry, you’re stronger now. I know 
you would not let a bully keep you 
down. I want you to take the 
certification, there’s an exam 
merely a few nights from now. I’ll 
teach you myself.

TERRY
I don’t think that’s the...

HOLT
Nonsense, Sergeant, I was told you 
have to be brave first before you 
can succeed. 

TERRY
Wow, Captain, that’s inspirational. 
Who told you that? 

HOLT
I believe it was Tony the Tiger.

Terry nods; makes sense.

HOLT (CONT’D)
You ready to go?

TERRY
Now?

HOLT
We’ll make a long lunch of it, I 
have my trunks in my office.

TERRY
Sure thing, Captain.

Terry fakes a gracious smile. He’s worried underneath.

INT. BRIEFING ROOM - DAY

Rosa and Amy sort through trash pulling out files.

AMY
I can’t believe how much trash was 
in Hitchcock’s desk drawer.
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ROSA
I can’t believe how many case files 
of ours are stuck in here. 

AMY
This ones nearly five years old. It 
has moved on from pre-k and started 
kindergarten.

Gina enters holding another box full of desk clutter.

AMY (CONT’D)
Not more.

GINA
Yes more.

Gina turns the box over and the mess falls to the table. On 
top of everything is a paperback novel.

GINA (CONT’D)
Yuck, a book. I’ll take care of 
this.

Gina picks up the book and tosses it into a waste bin across 
the room. Amy lets out a yelp.

AMY
Gina! You just can’t throw out a 
book.

GINA
I can and I did. Who needs books? I 
know every trick in the book, 
because I wrote the book.

Amy rushes over and retrieves the book. She examines the 
paperback only to be shocked by what she has discovered.

ROSA
What is it?

AMY
It’s a true detective novel 
“Hitchcock & Scully: the Case of 
the Professor’s Daughter.”

Amy curiously cracks open to the first page.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - BACK STAGE - DAY

Charles and Ms. Hart rejoin Jake.
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MS. HART
Looks like we’re ready to start. 
Good luck out there Detective Bark 
McGrath.

CHARLES
You mean break a leg. Although I 
wouldn’t want to break a bone cause 
I’m a dog and I love bones.

Ms. Hart laughs.

MS. HART
You’re too much. Break a leg.

Ms. Hart exits. Jake has been completely ignored.

JAKE
Dude, what is going on?

CHARLES
Ms. Hart is absolutely wonderful. 
You’re not gonna believe it but she 
asked me out on a date. Women these 
days breaking all the standards. 
You ready for the show?

Jake is steaming.

JAKE
Oh yes, there’s going to be a show.

Charles ignorantly smiles back in excitement.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - STAGE - CONTINUOUS

Kids sit in the auditorium as the lights darken in the room.

MS. HART
Give a round of applause for your 
“DON’T” assembly speakers. Brooklyn 
Nine-Nines finest. Officer Jake 
Peralta and Detective Bark McGrath. 

The kids applaud. Jake and Charles bounce onto stage. Jake 
takes center stage.

JAKE
Hiya kids. Today were going to talk 
about the dangers of drugs. And you 
know what we say...

Jake holds out his ear to the crowd as the kids chant along.
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JAKE (CONT’D)
Don’t be a user, don’t be a loser, 
don’t do drugs.

The kids eat it up as Jake crosses over to Bark McGrath.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You all know Bark McGrath. But what 
you don’t know about is his 
crippling addiction to drugs.

CHARLES
What are you talking about? This 
isn’t in the script.

Jake reaches into the back pocket of Bark McGrath and pulls 
out a baggy filled with white powder and pills.

JAKE
Bark McGrath does all the drugs.

The kids gasp.

CHARLES
No! It’s not true children.

JAKE
That’s what they all say. You’re 
coming down to the station with me, 
dog.

Jake pulls out hand cuffs and slaps them over Bark’s paw.

CHARLES
I’m innocent! This is a set up!

Charles pushes Jake off of him. Jake falls onto his butt.

JAKE
The perpetrator is resisting 
arrest.

Jake pops back up.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You don’t mess with the law, mutt.

Jake takes a right hook at Bark’s snout. The mascot head 
spins a complete 180. The students gasp in fear.

CHARLES
Looks like someone is ready for 
their walk.
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Charles tackles Peralta to the stage. They wrestle on the 
ground as the student body looks on in horror.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. 99TH PRECINCT - HOLT’S OFFICE - DAY

Peralta and Boyle sit across from Holt. Holt is fuming.

HOLT
Do you know what you have done?

JAKE
You know how students can be, with 
all the hormones, teenage angst, 
and acne. They’re hard to reach.

HOLT
We now have another generation that 
yet again don’t trust the police.

CHARLES
I don’t think it went that bad.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - STAGE - FLASHBACK

Jake and Charles are wrestling on stage. A FEMALE STUDENT 
stands up and points.

FEMALE STUDENT
That officer is a bad man.

Another MALE STUDENT jumps up from his seat to proclaim.

MALE STUDENT
Bark McGrath was set up. Don’t 
trust the police.

The two students rally the crowd.

FEMALE STUDENT
Yeah, don’t do it.

MALE STUDENT
Don’t DON’T.

The student body chants “DON’T DON’T, DON’T DON’T.”

INT. HOLT’S OFFICE - BACK TO SCENE

Holt shakes his head disapprovingly.
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HOLT
From what I’m told the student 
council has already formed their 
own anti-anti drug program activity 
club called “Don’t Don’t.” 

CHARLES
It was a catchy chant, how could 
you not go along with it?

HOLT
I don’t care how it happened, just 
get back down there and fix it.

JAKE
Fix it? Well, I think we have a 
detective dog that could be fixed.

CHARLES
Har-har, Bark McGrath is without 
genitalia down there. He is a non-
sexual, non-threatening, spokes-
thing, thank you very much.

HOLT
Enough, go!

The two begrudgingly get up from their chairs.

INT. BREAK ROOM - DAY

Amy and Rosa are engrossed in the true detective book as they 
both read from its pages. 

ROSA
Next page.

Amy turns the page. Their eyes dart back and forth as they 
read along.

AMY
No way!

ROSA
I knew it!

They both stand up in excitement.

AMY 
That means Hitchcock was right. 
Samantha Weingard's body was moved 
to the crime scene hours after the 
murder.
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ROSA
Yeah, but that would mean Scully 
was correct about the professor’s 
whereabouts, which is the more 
damning precedent. And more reason 
why Hitchcock was in the wrong for 
fooling around with Scully’s wife.

AMY
(defensive)

Umm, Scully cheated on his wife 
first. Hitchcock was the only one 
there to console her.

We see that Gina all along has been standing in the corner 
watching their argument play out.

GINA
Did you two stay here all night 
reading that book? And second, have 
you guys completely fallen for 
Hitchcock and Scully in a Twilight 
team Edward, team Jacob kind of 
way?

AMY
Eww, gross.

ROSA
Team Scully, no shame here.

GINA
No, lots of shame. 

Gina waltzes over and takes the book away from Amy.

AMY
Hey!

GINA
Don’t you have your own cases to 
solve?

Amy and Rosa look at each other. They know she’s right.

AMY
Dang, we were suppose to be at that 
crime scene an hour ago.

ROSA
It’s just the one case, we can 
knock it out then come right back.

Amy and Rosa promptly exit. Gina takes a seat and leans back.
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GINA
Ugh, books are for squares. Squares 
are for celebrities in Hollywood 
Squares. Access Hollywood is like 
Entertainment Tonight, or as they 
call it ET. ET is known for Reeses 
Pieces. I like candy, therefore, 
books are candy? Fine, I'll read.

INT. VICTIM’S APARTMENT - DAY

Rosa and Amy stand around a crime scene contemplating the set-
up. The WIDOW, The MAID, The EX-LOVER, and The SON sit in a 
living room waiting on the detectives. 

AMY
It’s the usual suspects.

ROSA
The widow has had her priceless 
jewelry stolen from her vault.

WIDOW
That’s right, and it’s my jealous 
ex-lover who knew the combination.

Amy and Rosa discuss as if the suspects weren’t there.

AMY
The jilted lover? I don’t think so. 
The motive is there but that’s what 
they want us to think.

ROSA
A red herring.

MAID
What is going on?

ROSA
The maid is prime suspect number 
one, but again too obvious. The 
help stealing the jewels is cliche.

AMY
I must agree. Now the son, cut off 
from the family fortune, written 
out of the will, that’s 
interesting.
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ROSA
A mama’s boy. But another red 
herring.

SON
This is preposterous.

Rosa and Amy see something and nod.

AMY 
Arrest the maid.

Rosa takes out the handcuffs and slaps them onto the maid.

MAID
But why?

ROSA
The soot at the bottom of your 
apron matches the same place where 
you hid the jewels.

Amy walks over to the fireplace. And lifts out of the ashes a 
jeweled necklace.

AMY
You play with fire you’re gonna get 
burned.

WIDOW
My goodness.

ROSA
You’re coming with us too, Ma'am.

WIDOW
But I'm the victim!

AMY
Don’t think we didn’t notice the 
ash under your fingernails.

ROSA
You two worked in tandem. Possibly 
to collect on the insurance and 
frame your son or the ex-lover.

AMY
Plus your lipstick is on her neck. 
You two have a highly intimate work 
relationship of sorts.

The Widow blushes, and wipes away her lipstick. Rosa turns to 
Amy.
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ROSA
Back to the book?

AMY
Uh, yeah.

They rush out of the scene leaving their suspects frustrated 
and their PO’s to clean up.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - HALLWAY

Jake and Charles walk down the hallway, neither of them are 
too pleased. Charles is back in the Bark McGrath costume.

JAKE
Why are you back in the dog 
costume?

CHARLES
I have to let the students know 
Bark is alright, and NOT in jail.

JAKE
Fine, how are we going to do this?

CHARLES
How about an apology?

JAKE
Like I’m going to apologize to you.

CHARLES
I meant apologize to Ms. Hart and 
the school. What do you mean?

JAKE
Seriously? You stole my fox.

CHARLES
What? Ms. Hart? She came after me. 
Are you jealous?

JAKE
Jealous? Yeah, right. You broke the 
police partner code, I called dibs.

CHARLES
When did you do that?

JAKE
It was implied. You knew I liked 
her.
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CHARLES
Oh Jakey, I thought that you 
thought she was just a fox. I 
didn’t know you liked, liked her.  

JAKE
Well, I kind of do.

CHARLES
I’m sorry, Jake.

JAKE
Thanks, Boyle.

Ms. Hart approaches the guys.

MS. HART
I’m glad you boys are here to make 
things right.

JAKE
That’s correct, Ms. Hart.

MS. HART
And Charles, are we still on for 
Friday?

CHARLES
You bet'cha.

Jake gets fired up and chases Charles.

JAKE
Boyle!

Charles takes off down the hall.

CHARLES
You didn’t say I had to cancel my 
date.

INT. BULLPEN - DAY

Rosa and Amy storm back into the precinct.

AMY
I can’t stop thinking about it. One 
more chapter to go.

ROSA
I have so many theories like, was 
the professor’s wife really abroad 
during their break up?
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They storm into the break room then turn right back out.

AMY
Where’s the book?

Gina turns around in her chair at her desk, book in hand.

GINA
You’re not going to like the 
ending.

ROSA
Don’t you dare.

Rosa snatches up the book.

AMY
You finished it? 

GINA
I’m a speed reader. It comes from 
reading lyrics real fast when I rap 
at karaoke.

Rosa flips to the end of the book.

ROSA
She’s right.

AMY
No spoilers.

ROSA
Too late, it’s a two part-er.

AMY
What?

GINA
She’s right, it ends on a 
cliffhanger.

AMY
We must find a copy of the next 
book.

GINA
No can do, the author croaked 
before he had a chance to write the 
next novel.

Rosa snaps her fingers.
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ROSA
But it’s a true crime. The case 
file should be right here in this 
precinct.

Gina pulls out the case file.

GINA
One case file for the murder of 
Samantha Weingard.

She tips it over and nothing falls out.

ROSA
It’s empty.

GINA
Like the audiences at all my 
friends’ improv comedy shows.

AMY 
I think we need to run this up the 
chain of command.

INT. HOLT’S OFFICE - DAY

The three girls lean in intently waiting for Captains Holt’s 
answer.

HOLT
We do not speak of that case.

GINA
No, the plot thickens.

INT. BULLPEN - TERRY’S DESK - DAY

Terry looks around nervously as the girls await his response.

TERRY
C’mon guys, no good can come of 
reopening this case.

AMY
But the empty folder and the 
evidence box with only the murder 
weapon inside, the 9mm handgun.

ROSA
You were here Sergeant when it all 
went down.
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GINA
It’s a true crime, right?

TERRY
Did Hitchcock and Scully sell their 
life rights to the author? Yeah, I 
was here for that. But I don’t know 
anything about the case. 

Gina is suspicious.

GINA
He’s hiding something.

TERRY
No I’m not.

Amy looks over Terry.

AMY
Something is off. Your hair seems 
lighter, and you have wrinkly 
fingers.

Rosa leans in and sniffs Terry, this weirds him out.

ROSA
Chlorine, you went swimming? But 
you don’t swim.

GINA
Oh my god, Terry can’t swim.

Terry shushes them.

AMY 
We are on fire with this detective 
work! This book really heightened 
our game.

ROSA
Why you swimming?

TERRY
The Captain wants me to be 
certified like everyone else, and 
he took me out for a lesson.

AMY
How’d it go?

TERRY
Well...
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INT. SWIMMING POOL - FLASHBACK

Terry stands by the pool edge in a speedo and swimming 
goggles. Holt gestures for Terry to get into the pool. Terry 
shakes his head like a young child “No.”

HOLT
Okay then, baby steps.

INT. SWIMMING POOL - FLASHBACK

Terry and Holt are waist deep in the shallow end of the pool. 
Holt bends down into the water.

HOLT 
Now I just want you to blow bubbles 
in the water like this.

Holt does so. Terry looks skeptical but follows suit. Terry 
is successful with the bubbles for a second before he inhales 
by accident.

TERRY
(coughs)

I don’t like bubbles.

INT. SWIMMING POOL - FLASHBACK

Terry floats on his back as Holt holds him up with two hands 
underneath.

HOLT
You see, you will not sink to the 
bottom. Just relax and let your 
body float.

TERRY
I don’t know...

Holt removes his arms.

HOLT
See you are floating, I moved my 
arms.

Terry floats in place, paralyzed, and begins to scream. Holt 
puts his arms back under Terry. 

INT. BULLPEN - TERRY’S DESK - BACK TO SCENE

Terry frowns.
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TERRY
Water anxiety makes me scream a 
little.

Terry shakes it off. He looks past them.

TERRY (CONT’D)
There’s only one way you’ll know 
what really happened in that book, 
well two ways.

The girls turn around and look. 

Hitchcock and Scully are across the way at Scully’s desk. 
Scully has his bare foot up on the desk corner as Hitchcock 
happily uses a pair of nail clippers to hack away at Scully’s 
big toe.

HITCHCOCK
There we go. I got that embedded 
nail, buddy.

The girls shudder as Scully finally looks up and waves.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - CAFETERIA - DAY

Jake chases Charles into the school cafeteria. Charles, out 
of breath, pleads with Jake.

CHARLES
Okay stop, it’s really stuffy and 
hard to breathe in here.

JAKE
I won’t stop, bad dog and bad 
friend.

CHARLES
So you’re really going to punish 
me? Because, I did nothing wrong.

At that moment the Male Student appears again.

MALE STUDENT
It’s Bark McGrath again here to 
offer us more drugs.

Jake feeds into it.

JAKE
And what should we do about it 
kids?
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MALE STUDENT
Throw food at him?

Jake thinks about it.

JAKE
Okay, FOOD FIGHT!

An all out food fights erupts in the cafeteria. Jake tosses a 
slice of pizza at Bark McGrath. It sails over his head and 
slams right into the suit of the PRINCIPAL. The food fight 
mayhem abruptly stops.

PRINCIPAL
In my office now!

JAKE
Uh oh.

Charles whimpers in dog character.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - ADMINISTRATION OFFICE - DAY

Charles and Jake sit crossed armed outside of the principal’s 
office.

CHARLES
I can’t believe they called the 
precinct on us.

JAKE
Who do you think they’re going to 
send mom or dad?

Terry walks into the administration office.

JAKE (CONT’D)
They sent mommy! Good.

Terry’s confused.

TERRY
Why am I the mommy? 

CHARLES
Your naturally curvy hips?

Terry shakes his head.

TERRY
Forget it, they want to cancel the 
drug awareness program and you know 
that will be bad for the precinct. 
Whatever is going on here you two 
get it together.  

Charles and Jake sneer at each other.

TERRY (CONT’D)
I said, get it together. I’m going 
in.

Terry knocks and enters the principal’s office.

CHARLES
Truce?

JAKE
Yeah, I guess neither of us gets to 
date Ms. Hart.
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CHARLES
I didn’t mean that. Let’s just 
settle our differences.

JAKE
You still don’t see where you went 
wrong. I liked Ms. Hart first.

CHARLES
Yeah, you’re right, and I usually 
don't mind the seconds. But this 
time she was actually into me. You 
know how rare that is that a 
beautiful madame hits on me first? 
Especially when I’m standing next 
to a golden god here.

JAKE
I had no idea you considered me a 
Double G.

CHARLES
I just thought it was my chance to 
get a win, get the girl. Plus she 
really likes the mascot uniform.

JAKE
Maybe, I was a tiny bit, hint of  
jealous after all. Actually, I 
really lashed out there, didn’t I?

CHARLES
You framed me for a drug 
possession, and then rallied the 
lunch ladies to toss salisbury 
steak at me.

JAKE
It seemed quite liberating to them. 
They started to burn their hair 
nets in protest.

Terry exits the office.

TERRY
Listen up, you get one last chance 
to present the DON’T program. DON’T 
mess it up.

JAKE
Sarge, you’re the best.

Terry nods.
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TERRY
That’s cause mama knows best.

JAKE
I did not think you would run with 
the mother analogy. But I am so 
happy that you did.

INT. BRIEFING ROOM - DAY

Rosa, Amy, and Gina stand exhausted at the front of the room. 
Hitchcock and Scully lean back in their chairs.

GINA
We completed all your silly tasks.

AMY
We picked up and sorted your 
laundry. Why two grown men are 
having their laundry done together 
is beyond me.

SCULLY
It’s cost effective.

Rosa and Amy lug two bags of laundry over to Hitchcock and 
Scully and toss them on to the tables.

ROSA
I’m actually impressed at what 
lengths you went through to 
properly label your underwear. That 
being said I will never touch them 
ever again.

HITCHCOCK
We expected that.

Gina steps forward with a bag of her own, something sloshes 
around inside.

GINA
I went all the way to Queens to 
that butcher shop you said. Here’s 
twenty pounds of your disgusting 
pigs hooves. 

HITCHCOCK
You haven’t had gelatin until 
you’ve had gelatin from scratch.

SCULLY
It’s true.
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GINA
I’m out. Too many pigs’ feet, and I 
no longer care. I’m back to books 
being boring. Peace, love, and none 
of the above.

Gina exits. Rosa walks over a pair of keys.

ROSA
And your squad car has a full fuel 
tank now, which was your only 
relatively reasonable request.

AMY
Granted we had to buy a dozen of 
those tree air fresheners. Your car 
stinks.

ROSA
There is now a tiny forest hanging 
from your rearview mirror.

Rosa grabs Hitchcock by the lapels.

ROSA (CONT’D)
Now tells us what happens in the 
next book!

Amy shrieks.

AMY
Don’t hurt my Hitchcock.

They all look at her.

AMY (CONT’D)
I mean, I’m in love with the 
fictional Hitchcock. I mean... 
books are... not real life?

HITCHCOCK
I don’t know if we should.

SCULLY
We have to tell them.

HITCHCOCK
Okay, The real murderer is....

INT. BULLPEN - GINA’S DESK

Gina watches YouTube videos on her desktop computer as 
Captain Holt approaches.
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HOLT
Gina, are you watching internet 
videos during work hours?

GINA
Yeah, I’m back to strictly TV now. 
If I’m gonna rot my brain it’s not 
going to be by books anymore.

HOLT
We need to work on your work 
habits.

GINA
How are the swimming lessons going?

HOLT
No matter how much instruction I 
give Sergeant Jeffords, he just 
doesn’t seem to take to them. He’s 
like a fish out of water and I need 
him back in the water.

GINA
Instruction? Gah, the pool is 
suppose to be fun. Running around, 
chicken fights, water slides. Not 
everything is a lesson to be 
learned. 

HOLT
I see your point. Fun at the pool. 

Gina plays a new video.

GINA
Oh my God, kitten videos are the 
best but sloths being sloths, you 
got to check this out.

Holt hesitates than leans in.

HOLT
That is indeed quite adorable.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - BACK STAGE

Jake and Charles are backstage, preparing to go on.

JAKE
I want you to go on the date.
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CHARLES
Whoa, really?

JAKE
I was a smidgen jealous, but she’s 
taken a real liking to you. Who am 
I to get in the way of liking?

Charles is touched and a bit emotional. Jake grabs the mascot 
head off of a nearby table and hands it to Charles.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Now take your fake dog head and 
let’s go show these kids what drugs 
are all about.

Jake steps towards the stage.

JAKE (CONT’D)
I mean how awful drugs can be? I’ll 
get it right on stage.

INT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - STAGE

Jake and Bark McGrath enter the stage to immediate BOO’S.

JAKE
We deserve that. But me and Bark 
McGrath are back to tell you the 
real truth, if that’s cool with you 
all.

The Female Student stands up.

FEMALE STUDENT
Alright, let’s hear them out.

JAKE
Wow, you kids are very forthcoming. 

Jake focuses.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You know what’s more important than 
drugs? Friendship. And Bark McGrath 
is my best friend.

CHARLES
You really mean that?
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JAKE
I do. Friends look out for each 
other even when they upset you or 
make you angry or win the affection 
of the girl you were interested in. 
But great friendships last forever.

Charles sniffles from under the mask.

CHARLES
That’s right kids.

JAKE
(to Charles)

You crying under that mask?

CHARLES
This mask can’t mask these 
emotions. Come over here pal.

Charles gives Jake a big hug. Jake is slightly embarrassed by 
the magnitude of the hug.

JAKE
Yep, friendships matter more. Oh 
and don’t do drugs.

MALE STUDENT
I’m sure I speak for everyone here, 
you won us back. Don’t do drugs. 

Male Student stands up. The kids chant “Don’t do drugs”.

JAKE
This school sure does know how to 
rally a mob.

INT. BRIEFING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Hitchcock is about to reveal the big mystery to Rosa and Amy.

HITCHCOCK
The real murderer is... the 
Professor.

Amy and Rosa gasp, but quickly they get a confused look.

ROSA
But that would mean the professor’s 
alibi is false. He was teaching a 
class of over a hundred students at 
the time of the murder.
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AMY
And there’s no motive for him to 
off his own daughter especially 
when they had that trip planned.

Hitchcock and Scully start to sweat.

SCULLY
He means it was the boyfriend.

AMY
The boyfriend who was incarcerated 
at the time for six months for 
armed robbery?

Rosa slams Hitchcock by the head down to the desk top.

ROSA
I want real answers.

Hitchcock gets teary.

HITCHCOCK
It’s all made up. 

SCULLY
The author did a ride along with us 
years ago. He paid us one hundred 
dollars each to use our names 
because they sounded like “cool” 
cop names.

AMY
But the empty file cases and 
evidence box?

HITCHCOCK
That one’s on me. I accidently made 
a file report after the author told 
me the synopsis for the book. It 
sounded so real.

ROSA
But the 9mm you catalogued? 

SCULLY
Oops, now that gun was suppose to 
go somewhere else. Please, don’t 
tell the Captain.

Rosa and Amy throw up their arms and storm out. Amy shudders.
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AMY
To think, I actually had that 
explicit dream about Hitchcock. 

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

INT. 99TH PRECINCT - BULLPEN - DAY

A crowd gathers around Terry’s desk and applauds as Terry 
hangs up his swimming certification.

TERRY
Thank you, thank you. I am 
officially sea worthy, but please 
do not crack a champagne bottle on 
me.

GINA
I get it. You mean like a ship on 
its maiden voyage? The bottle would 
absolutely break on those muscles.

ROSA
How did you learn to swim so quick?

INT. SWIMMING POOL - FLASHBACK

Terry nervously stands by the pool. He anxiously waits for 
his instructor. Suddenly from off screen Terry is blasted by 
a jet of water.

Terry spins around to see Captain Holt and an army of kids 
standing with super soaker water guns. Terry smiles as Holt 
hands him his own gun.

TERRY 
Oh, it’s on.

INT. BULLPEN - BACK TO SCENE

TERRY
But then I learned the most 
important lesson of all.

INT. SWIMMING POOL - FLASHBACK

The kids and Terry duke it out in the pool with a massive 
water gun battle.

HOLT
Hello, attention everybody, I’m 
going to cannonball now.
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Holt takes a leap, tucks in his knees, and delivers a 
fantastic cannonball as everyone cheers.

INT. BULLPEN - BACK TO SCENE

Terry explains.

TERRY
Before I knew it, I was jumping 
into the deep end. I was having no 
problem treading water and staying 
afloat. It was like I was a kid 
again.

ROSA
All you need to do now is play 
Marco Polo and your childhood is 
complete.

TERRY
We did play Marco Polo. Absolutely 
no one can catch the Captain no 
matter how much you “Marco.”

Charles walks in wearing the Detective Dog mascot yet again.

AMY
What’s with the get-up? I thought 
you and Jake completed the “Don’t” 
seminars.

CHARLES
Oh I know. It’s just now I’m off to 
my date with Ms. Hart, the teacher 
administrator.

JAKE
Wait, she WANTS you to wear the 
mascot costume?

CHARLES
She loves a dog in uniform, and she 
already invited me over to her 
place.

ROSA
Ha-ha, you’re dating a furry.

JAKE
Maybe I dodged a bullet here. Maybe 
I would have gone through with it. 
Maybe at least come to terms with 
it afterwards.
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AMY
Uh, gross.

CHARLES
Every dog has his day.

ROSA
Not helpful.

CHARLES
Don't worry, I’ll dry clean the 
costume.

The bullpen collectively groans.

AMY
Okay, we’re done. Just go.

Charles exits.

Terry drops a case file onto Scully’s desk.

TERRY
Where did Scully and Hitchcock go?

Everyone shrugs, and nobody knows.

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

Scully and Hitchcock are visiting a grave site. They wear 
overcoats and look very “true detective” on this dreary day. 
Hitchcock has a bouquet of flowers in hand. 

They stand over the grave of “Samantha Weingard, Beloved 
Daughter.”

SCULLY
They bought it, for now. But 
someday we will tell your story.

HITCHCOCK
Forever lost, but never forgotten.

Hitchcock leans over to place the flowers on the grave but 
drops them.

HITCHCOCK (CONT’D)
Oops.

Hitchcock bends over to pick up the flowers but clumsily 
steps on them instead.
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HITCHCOCK (CONT’D)
They’re top heavy.

Hitchcock removes his foot and leaves the squashed flowers 
where they lie.

SCULLY
We’ll get a vawse next time.

They begin to exit the graveyard.

HITCHCOCK
You mean vase?

SCULLY
I like to say vawse, makes me feel 
fancy like I’m in a Scooby-Doo 
cartoon. 

END OF SHOW
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